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ACTION AF-08 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 12 NEA-10 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 

H-02 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 

SS-15 USIA-06 OMB-01 /078 W 

118693 

R 221640Z JUL 76 
FM AMEMBASSY NOUAKCHOTT 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6030 
INFO AMEMBASSY ALGIERS 
AMEMBASSY BAMAKO 
AMEMBASSY DAKAR 
AMEMBASSY MADRID 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY RABAT 
USMISSION USUN 
USCINCEUR 
CINCUSNAVEUR 
FOSIF ROTA 
COMSIXTHFLEET 

CONFIDENTIAL NOUAKCHOTT 1760 

DAKAR ALSO FOR USDAO 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MOPS, PINS, MR 

SUBJECT: POLISARIO CLASH WITH MAURITANIAN FORCES NEAR AUSERT 

SPANISH MILITARY ATTACHE ADVISES THAT MAURITANIAN REGULAR ARMY 
UNITS WERE ATACKED BY POLISARIO ELEMENTS ON 16 JULY IN MOUN- 
TAINOUS TERRAIN APPROXIMATELY 30 KILOMETERS NORTHEAST OF AUSERT 
(2235N 1418W). CITING MAURITANIAN MILITARY SOURCES, SPANIARD 
STATES POLISARIO ATTACK FORCE CONSISTED OF EIGHT LANDROVERS AND 
ROUGHLY 50 TROOPS. SEVEN MAURITANIANS WERE KILLED DURING FLIGHT- 
ING WHICH ENSUED, AND UPWARDS OF 15 ARE SAID TO HAVE BEEN 
WOUNDED. POLISARIO FORCES DESTROYED TWO MAURITANIAN VEHICLES 
AND CAPTURED ANOTHER. FOLLOWING THE ENGAGEMENT, POLISARIO 
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ELEMENTS RETREATED AND DISAPPEARAD INTO THE MOUNTAINS. 
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DUE TO THE SUCCESS OF THIS HIT AND RUN TACTIC, PMWISARIO 
LOSSES ARE NOT KNOWN BUT ARE BELIEVED TO BE LIGHT. 

COMMENT: 16 JULY CLASH IS FIRST KNOWN MILITARY INCIDENT IN FORMER 
SPANISH SAHARA NOW TIRIS AL-GHARBIA REGION SINCE FEBRUARY 8. 

HANDYSIDE 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: COMBAT OPERATIONS, LIBERATION FRONTS, BORDER INCIDENTS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 22 JUL 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: KelleyWO 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976NOUAKC01760 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760283-0997 
From: NOUAKCHOTT 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760732/aaaabbzq.tel 

Line Count: 67 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: KelleyWO 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 23 APR 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <23 APR 2004 by CunninFX>; APPROVED <19 AUG 2004 by KelleyW0> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: POLISARIO CLASH WITH MAURITANIAN FORCES NEAR AUSERT SPANISH MILITARY ATTACHE ADVISES THAT MAURITANIAN 
REGULAR ARMY 

TAGS: MOPS, PINS, MR, POLISARIO 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 
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